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they learnt from the same informant in July, that McNevin had
disappeared, and was believed by James Tandy to have gone
to France. Later letters informed them, that a man named
Chambers had brought from France assurances, that the French
Government would make no peace which did not include the-
independence of Ireland; that an invasion was promised when
the first fair winds blew after the equinoctial gales; that Tone
and Napper Tandy were to take part in it, and that the French
Government had agreed to give Ireland complete independence..
c All mouths,' said McNally, < were spreading this news through
every village in the kingdom,' and preparations were busily
making to receive the invaders.1 Higgins furnished an inde-
pendent corroboration of these statements, and he mentions a
meeting in Dame Street, in which, in the presence of Emmet,
Arthur O'Connor, and other leaders, letters were read from
MdSTevm, and from Browne of Antrim, giving the most abso-
lute and unequivocal assurance of the French Directory having
agreed to an invasion of Ireland, i for the purpose of assist-
ing the natives to rise in arms, and throw off the English
yoke.'2

The Government were perfectly aware that Hamburg was.
the great centre of Irish diplomacy; they discovered the part
which Lady Edward Fitzgerald took in the correspondence, and
the lady to whom her letters were addressed; and they even
derived some of their best information about the conspiracy in
Dublin, from Hamburg letters. Lord Grenville had a corre-
spondent in that town, from whom he obtained much informa-
tion in the August of 1797, and a still more important channel
of information was soon afterwards opened by Lord Downshire.
The new informer was Samuel Turner, who was the son of a
person of some property near Newry, and who had taken a con-
spicuous part in a committee of Ulster United Irishmen, formed
in the spring of 1797 for the purpose of baffling Government
prosecutions. He fled from Ireland, went to Hamburg in
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